
MARKS OF CHRISTIAN MATURITY 
Philippians 3:15, 16 

Leafing through my new pocket calendar for the 
new year is wonderfully refreshing. I have abso-
lutely nothing to do all year. Every page is 
blank. Unfortunately, it won't stay that way very 
long. James Russell Lowell indicates life is much 
like my unused calendar; 

"Life is a new leaf of paper white 
Whereon each one of us may write 
His word or two 
And then comes night. 

Greatly begin, though thou have time 
But for a line 
Be that sublime. 
Not failure, but low aim, is crime. 

The Apostle Paul aims high, ,,end challenges each 
of us to aim high as well. His goal is to attain 
the full measure of spiritual maturity. For Him 
that means to gain Christ: to be found in Him 
dressed in His righteousness, to know Him and the 
Power of His resurrection. Lower - 

He states emphaticall9F, "I'm not there yet!" 
Verse 131"I do not count myself to have appre-
hended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 
things that are behind and reaching forward to 
those things which are ahead, I press toward the 
goal for the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." 

I've cleared my calenda* I have but one thing 
on the agenda': "the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus." 

Then in v 1541e encourages you and me to join' 
him in this pursuit,. "Therefore let us, as many as 
are mature, have this mind..." 

But what does it mean to be mature?. 	More 
important, what does it mean to be mature in thE 

I "eve known many Christians who are like 
little Johnny, He came into the room and anr 
nounced, "Mommy, Daddy, look! I'm 6 feet tall!" 



,.Dad ,said, "No Johnny, you are not really 6 feet 
tall. You're just pretending, aren't you?" "Oh 
no Daddy, I'm really 6 feet tall. I made my own 
ruler and measured myself, and I am 6 feet tall." 

Most of us would consider ourselves spiritually 
mature if we used our own ruler.i But is there a 
Biblical ruler by which we can measure our maturi-
ty? By the way Paul doesn't challenge anyone)s 
claim to be mature. I'm not challenging your 
this morning. The real challenge is in v 16, ,  "t 
the degree  that we have already attained (maturi 
ty), let us walk by the same rule..." 

Yet, for my own benefit I wanted to scout o 
the meaning of the word "mature" or "perfect 
I've attempted to build a more accurate measuri 

For what it is worth to you, I will share 
results of that study with you. I discovered f 
marks of spiritual maturity. 
1A. A MATURE CHRISTIAN  IS ONE WHO  IS WELL  TA  

AND GROUNDED  IN THE WORD  OF GOD."  
1B. Maturity requires thinking. I Cor 1 

urges us, "Do not he children in underst 
ing; however in malice be babes, but in 
understanding belnature." 
Understanding if the power to think 
evaluate. 
You are what you think, 	You may not b 
you third< you are, but you are wha 
think. Prov 234, "As he thinks i 
heart, so is he." 
So what is a Christian to think?! 
1C. Thinking involves choices. 0 D 

what thoughts we want to entert 
crucial to the outcome. 
1D. One of the great news events 

was when Katherine Powers, ali 
Metzenger, turned herself in t 
authorities. Kathrine was a r 
activist in the 1960'54. 
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wanted for participating in a bank 
robbery in 1970 in which a bank guard, 
the 	father of nine children 	was 
killed. She was not filled with re-t' 
morse 	There was no repentance'. She 
sought no forgiveness: She simply 
wanted to regain her "full authentici-
ty," a sense of her self, in a final 
step in her therapy for depression. 
She asked that her deeds be considered 
in the context of the turbulent 60's. 
She called her participation in the 
robbery "naive and unthinking." She 
vows she never intended to damage any 
human life. She sees herself as a 
young woman who "lost her way's in the 
'60s. Her "naive and unthinking" 
choice left a father dead on the-
street, and nine children orphans. 
The young lady seeking parole last 
week in the Manson murders showed no 
remorse. She simply pleaded that she 
was under the spell of Manson. Her 
mind was completely controlled by him. 
Such a poor choicer Such a tragic 
outcome. "Naive and unthinking" sums 
it up well, but it can never undo the 
horrible tragedy. 

1D. Thinking is an act of the will.of 
IE. Some people will entertain no 

thoughts about creation, because 
that implies there is a God. They 
want no part of God. So we have 
the most unbelievable theory of 
evolution. 

2E. Jesus rebuked Peter in Mark 8:33, 
"Get behind Me, Satan! For you are 
not mindful of the things of God, 
but the things of men." 
1F. Peter couldn't bear to think° 
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that Jesus was going to dies and 
certainly not the death of the 
dreaded Roman cross. He decided 
to straighten out Jesus' think-
ing on the matter. 

2F. Jesus replies,s0Peter, you've 
chosen 	to think 	the 	wrong 
thoughts. Think about God and 
those things He is seeking to 
accomplish. Don't just think 
about man and how he thinks 
about things. Think about God 
and what He thinks. 

2D. Thinking is the set of the minds In 
Rom 84 we see that there is a seculat 
mindsetlyand there is a spiritual mine 
see. The secular mindset puts us in 
direct conflict with God. The separa-
tion from God caused by this mindset 
leaves us spiritually and morally 
dead. 

This is exactly what is happening 
in the , today? Secularism' has 
expelled God from our schools, and 
intends to scoot Him off the conti-
nent. Only spiritually minded people 
stand in the way. 
AftWth0110615 axe cruciar. That's 
where the minds are developed. 	If 

- A.Okfrom 	thee  
he has won 

next generation. That's why these 
issues are so vitally important today. 
That why Christian education and- 
:Sunday SchOol are so necessary. This 
is where the spiritual mindset is 
being taught. 

2C Choices involve thinking.° 
1D. It involves thinking about 	God. 

out the optiont for us 



in 	s" 	5, "Choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods which your father served that 
were on the other side of the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house we will serve the LORD." 
In our culture we have narrowed the 
question down to two options. 
1E. We can serve the god within us. 

He is well described in Phil 3:19, 
"Whose god is their belly, and 
whose glory is their shame--who set 
their mind of earthly things." 
/We can serve the belly god who 
considers only our own appetites, 
our desires, our wants, our lusts; 
who seeks in every way to see that 
we are comfortable and happy. 

2E. Or we can serve the God above us.' 
In 4WOWSOMIW2Ae are admonished to 
"Seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God. Set your mind 
on things above, not on things on 

'nvolve our thoughts/ 
JuL,,11,-.:s, Rom -12:3, 'For I say, 
h the grace given to me, to 

everyone among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think soberly, as God 
has dealt to each one a measure of 
faith." 
There area 	 Atka be avoigleJot, 
1E. 	exa 	ration of our own import 

t ce 	Type A personalities espe- , 
c any must avoid the "I want it 
all" syndrome. "I want to control 
everything. 	I want to be 	the 
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center of everything. If I'm not 
top-dog I won't be any dog at all. 
If it weren't for me this church 
would fall apart." Paul ells Mr. 
A Type aside and says," "You're 
getting a little hyper. Did you get 
too much chocolate fudge for 
Christmas? 	Settle down. 	Don't 
think so hyper about 	yourself.. 
That's the word, hyperphronein, to'r 

 think hyper. You have an exagger-
ated sense of your own importance. 

2E. The other extrewe is more liked 
to be a Type B7 personality. .He 
underestimates his own importancr. 
He may have a great admiration for 
Mr A Type, and think, "Boy, if I 
could be like him. Then T would be 
somebody." 
The problem in underestimating your 
importance is that you Lap to 
recognize the grace of Gocr. The 
Holy Spirit: didn't overlook you 
when He distributed the spiritual 
gifts. 	Thank God He didn't dump 
the whole barrell on you, but thank 
Him, too, that He didn't forget 
you. "God has dealt to each one a 
mea:1;nre of fith„" 

3E. To avoid these two extremes God's 
 says, we ought to "think soberly". 

about ourselves,' about our spiritu-
al gifts, about our place 	and 
importance in the body off  Christ. 
We are to think sensibly 	r&asona1 

 bly, sand prudently about ourselves. 
That requires maturity. 
The world says, "aim high," 	And 
low and behold we are have a terri-
ble problem with self-esteem. 
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Aiming too high most have shot low, 
Many have shot themselves in the 
foot. 
God says, "Aim well!" Hit the mark 
of YOUR upward call in Christ 
Jesus. 

3D. We also have choices in how we thinly' 
about others., The aim of our thinking 
about others is to have unity in 
Christ. 
1E. Phil 2:2,'"fulfill my joy by being 

like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 
It is the mind of Christ we are to 
have. 

2E. V''''A,'"Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but 
also for the interests of others. 
Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus." 

3E. 1040.4:111 "I implore Euodia and i 
implore Syntyche to be of one mind 
in the Lord." 

4D. 	 "God alone 
is God, by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and those who worship and work 
beside me are my brothers and sisters 
in the Lord. 

2B. 	xisVan maturity thrives 
teachin . 	

on Biblical 

1C. In I Cor 2 	we reads "We speak wisdom 
among those who are mature, yet not the 
wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of 
this age, who are coming to nothing. But 
we speak the wisdom of God." 
1D. He saystfiV*44khe rulers of this age 

would not have crucified our Lord if 
only they had the wisdom of God. 

2D. It is a wisdom that is taught to us 
by the Holy Spirit.0 It is a mystery 



only to those who have chosen not to 
hear it; who have preferred to be 
guided by the spokesmen of this modern 
age. But to those who are taught by 
the Spirit of God it is food for 
growth. It is the stuff maturity is 
made of. 

2C. So Paul says in Col 1:28! "Him we 
preach, warning every man and teaching 
every man in all wisdom, that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ." 

3C. In Eph 4:13 Paul tells us why we shotlid , 
 not he content to be immature childreein# 

the Lord."We should no longer be chil-
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning crafti-
ness by which they lie in wait to de-
ceive." 
1D. There are spiritual hucksters working' 

every block in Sun City peddling their 
doctrines to immature children who do 
not know their right hand from their 
left: when it comes to the Bible. 

2D. Palm readers and fortune teller* are 
making their fortunes on immature 
senior citizens in Sun City who fall 
for anything because they are not well 
taught and grounded in God's word. 

4C. I Pet 2: gives us the only remedy, "As 
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of 
the word, that you may grow thereby." 

2A. A MATURE CHRISTIAN  IS FULL COMMITTED  TO THEE 
WILL  OF GOD: 

1R. As you read Rom 12:1,1 You might think that 
this commitment to the will of God precedes 
being taught in the word. 	But the very 
first word of this verse it "therefore., It 
points back to all that Paul has taught in 
Chapters 1-11. When we have been taught 



.who Jesus is and what He has done for us, 
then we are ask0011 to "present our bodies a 
living sacrifice...to God." Then follow 
the miracle of transformation through the 
renewal of our minds in God's word. The 
result is that we prove the goodness, 
acceptableness, and perfection of God's 
will for our lives. 

2B. Epaphrus prays or his fellow churCh mem 
bers in Col 4:12 Ihat they "may stand mature 
and complete in all the will of God." 
The will of God is revealed to us in that' 
Word of God. As mature Christians we are 
committed to understanding and applying the 
will of God as it is revealed to us in the 
word of God. That brings us to 

3A. A MATURE CHRISTIAN MAKES PRACTICAL APPLICATION' 
OF GOD'S WISDOM.  
1B. One thing Christians do better 	an anyone, 

else is to cope with adversit 	in their 
lives. 	The reason \thy is because we are 
able to see adversity as a character build-
er. As such it is part of the purpose and 
plan of God for our lives. 
1C. James 1:2t "Count it all joy when you 

fall into various trials, knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces pa- 
tience. 	But let patience have its per- 
fect work, that you may be 	perfect 
(mature) and complete, lacking nothing." 
The things that happen to us as Christ 
tians4even bad things--don't defeat usf 
they 	mature us. That's why 	they're 
there— to help us develop maturity. 
That is why we can say with confidence in 
the most devastating moment of our life, 
"All things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. 	We 
don't understand it at the time`: We 
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probably can't even believe it, but those 
tragedies help make us stronger, more 
mature believers. 

2C. James 3:29 "We all stumble in many 
things. If anyone does not stumble in 
word, he is a mature man, able also to 
bridle the whole body." The strongest* 
and most unruly muscle in your body iso 
your tongue. If you can control it you 
won't have any trouble with the rest of 
your body. Every part of the human body 
gets tired eventually except the tongu. 
It just seems to keep on going, and 
going, and going...I doubt that even the 
energizer battery can compete with it. 
Someone has said,‘"A loose tongue invites 

5plit lip." We need to control 	it. 
It's not enough to believe in sound' 
doctrine, we must also live out our 
beliefs. 

4A. A MATURE CHRISTIAN IS A GROWING CHRISTIAN. 
That's the message of Phil 3:15 
1B. "Therefore let us, 	many a are mature, 

h ,Ave the mind..." What mind.f 
V 12, * "Not that I have already attained 
(I've not arrived), or am already perfected 
(I'm not absolutely matured), but I press 
on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me." 

2B. Charlie Brown and LuclArare talking about 
the hall game. Lucy explains why she missed 
the ball: "I remembered all the others I 
missed...the past got in my eyesr" 

- n Vs 16, 17APaul admonishes us to follow hist 
example. Wherever we are on the scale of maturity 
don't allow yourself to fall into complacency or 
contentment, btit press on in your learning in 
your commitment, and in your applicatior#of God's 
Word. Don't let the past get in your eyWIlk (good 
or bad). Press on to maturity!'' 
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Marks of Christian Maturity 
Philippians 3:15, 16 

Introduction: 
What does it mean to be mature? 
What does it mean to be mature in the Lord? 

1A. A mature Christian is well taught and grounded in God's Word. 
1B. Maturity requires thinking, I Cor 14:20 

"You are what you think." 
1C. Thinking involves choices, (deciding what to think) 

1D. It is an act of the will, Mark 8:33 
2D. It is the set of the mind, Rom 8:5 

2C. Choices involve Thinking 
1D. Thoughts about God, Josh 24:15 

r  1E. The God above, Col 3:2 
4 2E. The god within, Phil 3:19 

2D. Thoughts about self, Rom 12:3 
1E. World says, "Aim high" 
2E. God says, "Aim well" 

3D. Thoughts about others, Phil 2:2; 2:4; 4:2 
2B. Christian maturity requires Biblical thinking, Eph 4:13f J ioei-?;"2-- 

1C. The wisdom of this age, I Cor 2:6 
2C. The wisdom of God, Col 1:28 

2A. A mature Christian is fully committed to God's will. 
1B. Proving the goodness, acceptableness, and perfection 

of Gbd -1-:;--  will, Rom 12:2  
2B. Standing in the full assurance of His will, Col 4:12 

3A. A mature Christian makes practical application of wisdom. 
1B. perseverance in adversity, James 1:4; Rom 5:3 
28. Taming the tongue, James 3:2 

4A. A mature Christian is a growing Christian, Phil 3:15. 
1B. The mind of the mature Christian, v 15 
2B. The walk of the mature Christian, v 16 
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